Five Steps Into the Heart of Gods’ Plan for You

#1.  Admit you are a sinner

#2.  Be Justified by Faith

What is the outline of Romans? 
· 1-2-3 Sin

· 3-4-5 Salvation

· 6-7-8 Sanctification

· 9-10-11 Sovereignty

· 12-16 Service
In this simple outline and this wonderful book are five steps into the heart of God’s plan for your life.

Introduction: This morning I want to show you the next step into the heart of God’s plan for your life. I am going to try to deliver the heart of this section of Scripture by defining four important words. Justification, Redemption, Propitiation, and Imputation. (Read Romans 3:21-26)
This section teaches that sinners are justified by faith, that justification is by believing, it is by faith. Note the importance of the word believe Romans 1:16; 3:22; 4:3; 4:24; 5:1; 10:4, 9-10  (ill) My friend who could not receive justification by faith alone. He had a lack of understanding his sin and God’s righteousness   Now lets think about four words: justification, redemption, propitiation, and imputation:

1. I was condemned now I’m justified; 
Justification means that sinners are declared righteous by God. (3:24; 5:16)  
2. I was enslaved now I’m redeemed; 
Redemption means that sinners are delivered from captivity and misery by paying a ransom price.  (3:24)  
3. I was under the wrath of God now I have peace with God; 
Propitiation means the wrath of God against sinners is satisfied. (3:25) 
4. I was unrighteous now I have the righteousness of Christ. 
Imputation means Christ’s righteousness is placed on our account. (4:5-8)  I was guilty and had no righteousness. impute, reckon, account
Conclusion:  Why the big words? From time to time it does us good to look on big water, or the night sky, or a mountain range. Our souls are made for the deep things of God. Our affections long for the mysteries of God. 
· I was condemned, Now I am justified by faith

· I was in bondage, Now I am redeemed from the slavery of my sin

· I was under God’s wrath, Now I am delivered from the wrath of God

· I was without righteousness, Now I have the righteousness of Christ.  (Hallelujah?) 

Are you justified by faith? 

Are you thrilled with the salvation of God and the God of salvation? 

Are you thrilled enough to worship, witness, serve? 
Are you faithful and Evangeling the good news of justification by faith. 
Close by singing And Can it Be?  Invite those with needs to come forward at the close of the service to meet with a counselor or fill out a card and leave it with the greeters or ushers or send me an e-mail at ken@kenpierpont.com
Tonight: Why did James say in James 2:24;  You see then that a man is justified by works, and not by faith only. What is the significance of Regeneration? 

(ill) Missionary found a people who were searching for God.  The Holy Spirit in Missions by A. J. Gordon. There was a missionary named Barnabas Shaw who went to South Africa to preach the Gospel, but in Capetown he was forbidden to share the message of Christ. He didn’t know what to do or where to go, so he bought a team of oxen and a wagon. He put his possessions in the wagon, and then he and his wife sat on the driver’s seat. They started into the interior, not knowing where they were going. They just let the oxen lead the way. Day after day they traveled on, trying to find some place to settle where they could preach the Gospel of Jesus Christ. On and on they went, for 300 miles. Nearly a month later, as they camped one night, they discovered a group of people camping near them. It was a tribe of Hottentots. Barnabas Shaw introduced himself and began to talk with them, and to his astonishment he learned that this tribe of pagan Africans had left their village and land to travel to Capetown in search of a missionary to teach them "The Great Word" as they expressed it. "Had either party started a half-day earlier or later," Gordon wrote, "they would not have met; but as it was, they met just in the nick of time." 
(ill) Exploits of Henry Martyn for the sake of the Gospel  After a long, difficult life of Christian service in India, (Henry Martyn) announced he was going to Persia (Modern Iran), because God had laid it upon his heart to translate the New Testament and the Psalms into the Persian language. By then he was an old man. People told him that if he stayed in India he would die because from the heat and Persia was hotter than India. But he went nonetheless. There he studied the Persian language and then translated the entire New Testament and Psalms in nine months. Then he learned that he couldn’t print or circulate them until he received the Shah’s permission. He traveled six hundred miles to Tehran; there he was denied permission to see the Shah. He turned around and made a four-hundred-mile trip to find the British ambassador, who gave him the proper letters of introduction and sent him the four hundred miles back to Tehran. This was in 1812, and Martyn made the whole trip on the back of a mule, traveling at night resting by day, protected from the sweltering desert sun by nothing but a strip of canvas.

He finally arrived back in Tehran, was received by the Shah, and secured permission for the Scriptures to be printed and circulated in Persia. Ten days later he died. But shortly before his death, he had written this statement in his diary: “I sat in the orchard, and thought, with sweet comfort and peace, of my God ‘ in solitude my Company, my Friend, and Comforter.”

