This Morning: Justification by Faith.
Tonight: Justification with Works.
CT: When you are really saved, justified by faith, there will be profound change in your life. 
Introduction: Tonight I want to glory in the transformational effect of Justification by faith. (ill) For graduation my aunt and uncle Opfer gave me a valuable gift I still have today. It is an eight-volume theology my the founder of Dallas Theological Seminar Lewis Sperry Chafer. In the volume on Soteriology there is an interesting section. The section lists thirty-three things that happen to you at the moment of your converstion.
I also want to consider briefly the Danger and the Disaster of being “Christianized.” Many who consider themselves Christians are merely Christianized. Christianized people think they have experienced the life of God but since they have not they are not impressed with Christianity. They are almost inoculated against true conversion by familiarity. I want to rattle the cage of any who are only “Christianized” but not really regenerate. I want to challenge you to be thorough in your dealings with the souls of people especially children and seekers. 
The problem of false professions. Inadequate gospel presentations. Premature childhood commitments. The great danger of being children of first-generation Christians. Sometime outright heretical practices. (ill) trickery in evangelism and baptism. Read this prayer, etc. What is the basis of assurance? Not remembering a past event or commitment, but examining your current life. 
This brings us to an interesting tension in Scripture that we should address this evening. How do you reconcile the many statements of the Holy Spirit that Justification is by faith alone with this statement of the Holy Spirit in James that there is no justification without works? James 2:14-26 by acknowledging that justification by faith always profoundly changes.  Notice as we read Romans 5:1ff the atmosphere of confidence.
With justification comes regeneration. (John 3; Eph. 2:1-5; Col 2:13  And you, being dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, He has made alive together with Him, having forgiven you all trespasses,
1. Permanent Peace with God. (1) (ill) The name of the book my Dad read that led him to Christ
2. Access or Introduction to Stand in Grace. (2a) (ill) Tad Lincoln (ill) Keys to the candy cooler, the pop cooler, and the chip room.
3. Confidence of Heaven. (2b) (Hope of glory)

Edwards on Heaven from his Personal Narrative.  I came away from New York in the month of April 1723, and had a most bitter parting with Madam Smith and her son. My heart seemed to sink within me, at leaving the family and city, where I had enjoyed so many sweet and pleasant days. I went from New York to Wethersfield by water. As I sailed away, I kept sight of the city as long as I could; and when I was out of sight of it, it would affect me much to look that way, with a kind of melancholy mixed with sweetness. However, that night after this sorrowful parting, I was greatly comforted in God at Westchester, where we went ashore to lodge: and had a pleasant time of it all the voyage to Saybrook. It was sweet to me to think of meeting dear Christians in heaven, where we should never part more. At Saybrook we went ashore to lodge on Saturday, and there kept sabbath; where I had a sweet and refreshing season, walking alone in the fields. After I came home to Windsor, remained much in a like frame of my mind, as I had been in at New York; but only sometimes felt my heart ready to sink, with the thoughts of my friends at New York. And my refuge and support was in contemplations on the heavenly state; as I find in my Diary of May 1, 1723. It was my comfort to think of that state, where there is fullness of joy; where reigns heavenly, sweet, calm and delightful love, without alloy; where there are continually the dearest expressions of this love; where is the enjoyment of the persons loved, without ever parting; where these persons that appear so lovely in this world, will really be inexpressibly more lovely, and full of love to us. And how sweetly will the mutual lovers join together to sing the praises of God and the Lamb! How full will it fill us with joy, to think, that this enjoyment, these sweet exercises will never cease or come to an end; but will last to all eternity!

-Do you have loved ones in heaven? Do you have a child in heaven you have never met? Do you long to be in a position where you no longer need faith?

4. Joy in Suffering (3)

Billy Graham tells the story of a friend who went through an incredible series of setbacks. In the process he lost his job, his fortune, his family and his future. The only thing he had left was his faith in God. One day as the man was walking through the streets of a major city, he stopped to watch some workmen who were repairing the spire of a great cathedral. His attention was fixed on a stone mason who was chipping away at a triangular piece of stone. At length he asked the man what he was doing. The worker motioned upward to the spire and said, "Look all the way to the top." When the man did, he saw a tiny triangular space near the peak of the spire. The worker said, "I'm shaping this down here so it will fit up there."

Tears filled the man's eyes as he realized, "That's what God is doing in my life. He's shaping me down here so I will fit in up there." Indeed, the painful experiences of life are part of God's shaping program for you and me. He's shaping us for heaven while we're living on earth. (James Montgomery Boice, Romans, II, p. 531)
5. Miraculous Assurance of God’s Love. (5) “What the Holy Spirit does is make us deeply and refreshingly aware that God loves us.” (Stott)
Another example from Jonathan Edward’s Personal Narrative.  Not long after I first began to experience these things, I gave an account to my father, of some things that had passed in my mind. I was pretty much affected by the discourse we had together. And when the discourse was ended, I walked abroad alone, in a solitary place in my father's pasture, for contemplation. And as I was walking there, and looked up on the sky and clouds; there came into my mind, a sweet sense of the glorious majesty and grace of God, that I know not how to express. I seemed to see them both in a sweet conjunction: majesty and meekness joined together: it was a sweet and gentle, and holy majesty; and also a majestic meekness; an awful sweetness; a high, and great, and holy gentleness.

After this my sense of divine things gradually increased, and became more and more lively, and had more of that inward sweetness. The appearance of everything was altered: there seemed to be, as it were, a calm, sweet cast, or appearance of divine glory, in almost everything. God's excellency, his wisdom, his purity and love, seemed to appear in everything; in the sun, moon and stars; in the clouds, and blue sky; in the grass, flowers, trees; in the water, and all nature; which used greatly to fix my mind. I often used to sit and view the moon, for a long

time; and so in the daytime, spent much time in viewing the clouds and sky, to behold the sweet glory of God in these things: in the meantime, singing forth with a low voice, my contemplations of the Creator and Redeemer. 
And scarce anything, among all the works of nature, was so sweet to me as thunder and lightning. Formerly, nothing had been so terrible to me. I used to be a person uncommonly terrified with thunder: and it used to strike me with terror, when I saw a thunderstorm rising. But now, on the contrary, it rejoiced me. I felt God at

the first appearance of a thunderstorm. And used to take the opportunity at such times, to fix myself to view the clouds, and see the lightnings play, and hear the majestic and awful voice of God's thunder: which oftentimes was exceeding entertaining, leading me to sweet contemplations of my great and glorious God. And while I viewed, used to spend my time, as it always seemed natural to me, to sing or chant forth my meditations; to speak my thoughts in soliloquies, and speak with a singing voice.
(ill) Lois’ heart-shaped rock.

In other words if you are saved you will really be changed. (ill) Boyd/Street evangelism (ill) Bill/Missions 
1Corinthians 6:9-11  Do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived. Neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor homosexuals, nor sodomites,  (10)  nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners will inherit the kingdom of God.  (11)  And such were some of you. But you were washed, but you were sanctified, but you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus and by the Spirit of our God.

Conclusion: If you really have been redeemed.  (ill) Ben the slave. I will follow you and do whatever you want. 

