Five Steps Into the Heart of God’s Plan for You 

#3  Practice Personal Holiness in the Power of the Spirit

Introduction: How much do you want?  (ill)  All the money you can get in one minute.  Only took a twenty to take your wife out to eat.  Outline of Romans 
Sin  

(1-3)  

God’s Righteousness and Man’s Unrighteousness

Salvation  

(3-5)  

God Gives His Righteousness through Faith

Sanctification 
(6-8)  

The Christian Way of Life is Possible

Sovereignty  
(9-11)  

God Sovereignty works to Impart Righteousness
Service  

(12-16)  

What practical righteousness looks like

· If you have come to admit your sinfulness (Chapters 1-3) 

· And you have been justified by faith (Chapters 3-5)

· Then you will find yourself in a life-long struggle against the sinful flesh. (Chap. 6-8) One battlefront after another all your life, deeper and deeper into the heart of God.

Does holiness matter to you? Is holiness attractive to you? Do you know what holiness looks like? Do you desire holiness? Do you think it would be attractive in people? God does. Holiness is God’s character in us… It is a very beautiful thing…  Romans 12:1 HOLY… (Q)  C. S. Lewis  How little people know who think that holiness is dull. When one meets real thing, it is irresistible.  
2Ch 20:21  And when he had consulted with the people, he appointed those who should sing to the LORD, and who should praise the beauty of holiness, as they went out before the army and were saying: "Praise the LORD, For His mercy endures forever."  

1Ch 16:29  Give to the LORD the glory due His name; Bring an offering, and come before Him. Oh, worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness!
Psa 29:2  Give unto the LORD the glory due to His name; Worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness.
Psa 50:2  Out of Zion, the perfection of beauty, God will shine forth.
Psa 90:17  And let the beauty of the LORD our God be upon us, And establish the work of our hands for us; Yes, establish the work of our hands.
Psa 96:9  Oh, worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness! Tremble before Him, all the earth.
· Romans 6-8 is a discussion of three possible ways of dealing with that struggle. Give in. (abuse grace) Try harder (abuse the law) Be Holy! (experience the Power of the Holy Spirit). No looking across the aisle…look inside.
1.  Don’t Abuse Grace...GIVE IN.  (Chapter 6)  (Libertine)  (Antinomian)  Do not surrender to the pull of sin since you are saved from it.  Do not call holiness legalism.  Don’t be a slave of sin.  Surrender to sin is not the answer in the on-going struggle against sin.  

A.  It is not appropriate. (1-14)  
B.  It’s enslaving. If you do you will become its slave and you are to serve righteousness. (15-23)  The irony is if you claim freedom from God’s demands for holiness on the basis of grace, you end up a slave to sin!
Freedom in Christ is freedom to be the slave of righteousness not freedom from righteousness. 

Freedom in Christ is not freedom TO sin.   Freedom in Christ is freedom FROM sin. 

Gal 5:13  For you, brethren, have been called to liberty; only do not use liberty as an opportunity for the flesh, but through love serve one another.
1Pe 2:16  as free, yet not using liberty as a cloak for vice, but as bondservants of God.

Jud 1:4  For certain men have crept in unnoticed, who long ago were marked out for this condemnation, ungodly men, who turn the grace of our God into lewdness and deny the only Lord God and our Lord Jesus Christ.
The goal is the fruit of holiness and everlasting life in the end.  (6:21-23; 7:4-5)


The fruit of the libertine is not holiness…  his end may not be eternal life either!


The more mature you are, the more grace motivates holiness of life.

(ill)  Yoder the Amish Beagle lived most of his life in bondage… only little tastes of freedom and then a violent death…  That is precisely what Satan wants to do to you.  He especially loves to snuff out life when it is YOUNG.
2.  Don’t Abuse the Law….DIG IN—TRY HARDER  (Chapter 7)  (Legalist)  Do not think the law alone will deliver you from the bondage and slavery of sin.    Do not call legalism holiness.  The answer to the holiness question is not a BETTER LIST OF RULES…  

· The law is not enough  (1-6)   (ill) Woman whose first husband was demanding… made lists and schedules.  Second loving… one day found an old list and realized she was doing more for her second husband.

· The law is not evil  (7-12) (ill) the law is like a dentist mirror

· The law does have a powerful and important place in the life of a believer following after holiness.  (13-25) The struggle against sin is very real and very strong.   In other words, the law alone cannot supply the spiritual life that will produce holiness in you, but it can powerfully work within you to demonstrate that you don’t have it, what it looks like, and motivate you to desire it.

“O Wretched man…”  (continual revelation of our own depravity first for salvation—now for sanctification). (ill)  “body of death…”  ancient method of execution.  
There are parties that tend toward license. There are parties that tend toward legalism/externalism

There are periods that we each are too easy on sin…. There are periods that we each have a little Pharisee in us… We must be careful not to waste our time “looking across the aisle…” 
(Q)  John Flavel   “It is easier to cry against one-thousand sins of others than to kill one of your own.”

(Q)  D. L. Moody once said, ‘I’ve had more trouble with D. L. Moody than any other man I’ve ever known.’

You could say the key idea in chapter six is: Don’t Give In. Don’t call holiness—legalism.

You could say the key idea in chapter seven is: Don’t Dig In. Don’t call legalism—holiness. 

So if both extremes are in error what is God’s answer?

3.  Experience the Power of the Holy Spirit.  Holiness is the Product of the HOLY Spirit.  (Ro. 8) 

· sensual indulgence is not the answer (6)  
libertine…abuses God’s grace… not holy.

· carnal struggle is not the answer (7)  
legalist abuses God’s law… not holy.

· The answer is spiritual life (8)  

Holiness is a product of the HOLY Spirit.

Just as the law drives us to Christ for salvation  (1-5) we then receive salvation by believing

…the law drives us to the Spirit for Sanctification.  (6-8)  we then grow in personal holiness…How?
How Does That Work? How does the Spirit work within us perfecting holiness in us, making us beautiful? 

Stop indulging and calling it grace. Stop calling holiness legalism.

Stop settling for external conformity to an inadequate list and calling it holiness. Stop calling legalism holiness.

Enter into the life of the Spirit. Act like who you are already in Christ. 
Conclusion:  Remember Whose You Are

A Symphony of Assurance in Three Beautiful Movements

Romans 8

Introduction: (ill) Lady in parking lot of store… not walking in the Spirit.  How often do you do that? Do you long for a deep work of God in you? (ill) Lady who went forward and got ‘sanctified’ then got mad at her husband because he said she would get mad again someday. (ill) The Deeper Experiences of Famous Christians  (ill) They Found the Secret by V. Raymond Edmon

Life: God

Eternal Life: Son

Abundant Life: Spirit

The Mysteries of the spirit provoke a kind of spiritual covetousness—spiritual jealousy—spiritual desire. How can a person walk in the Spirit? Seal of the Spirit. Fruit of the Spirit. Gifts of the Spirit. Spiritually-minded. Fullness of the Holy Spirit. Baptism of the Holy Spirit. Indwelling of the Holy Spirit. 

· Grieve the Holy Spirit…implies friendship  
The Holy Spirit is a friend who can be grieved
· Quench the Holy Spirit…implies fire 

The Holy Spirit is a fire that can be quenched
· Resist the Holy Spirit…implies force 

The Holy Spirit is a force that can be resisted
How Does That Work? How does the Spirit work within us perfecting holiness in us, making us beautiful? 

1. We are Moving From Death to Life. 
We have the Assurance of Spiritual Vitality—LIFE  (1-17)

So be confident and yield to his work in the deepest part of you.

The Holy Spirit is the key to personal holiness.  (orange underlining) especially verse 13 
To see how that happens notice chapter 6


1.1.  knowing our position in Christ  (6:1-10)  (ill) Remember Whose You Are (Grandpa remembered)
1.2.  be dead to sin....  by reckoning or accounting ourselves dead to sin  (6:11)

1.3.  be alive to God.... by yielding to the impulses that Spirit supplies  (6:12-14)


Empowerment of the Holy Spirit


Impulses of the Holy Spirit

(It is not you job to give people the assurance of their salvation… (8:16) (ill) Heidi’s prophecy. Heidi’s spiritual Birthday yesterday. He has given her confidence. (2-22-2007) 
2. We are Moving From Groaning to Glory. 
We have the Assurance of future GLORY—LIGHT (18-30)

So be confident and yield to his work in the deepest part of you.


All creation groans under the curse.   (8:22)  as beautiful as it is and as glorious it will get moreso.

We groan in our flesh and body under the curse.  (8:23)


The Spirit groans in prayer for us.    (26-27)
3. We are Moving From The Wrath of God to the Love of God.  (15-17)
We have the Assurance of eternal LOVE in Christ  (31-39)

So be confident and yield to his work in the deepest part of you.

Your father will bring you gifts. (ill) Lifesavers on Friday.
Conclusion: CT: Be confident that God is at work in the deepest part of you. Yield to his work. Walk in the spirit. Yield to spiritual impulses.  Wintertime will turn to spring. (ill) Riding into banks and banks of dafodills… Spiritual mysteries are at work in you. You will have spiritual breakthroughs you are a child of God. 

 My Grandpa Shipley’s funeral was yesterday.  Grandpa was a man of few words, but they were usually well chosen ones.   If you knew Grandpa you know he had a little life motto.  

When you left the family would form a circle and hold hands and Grandpa would pray-- in a few well-chosen words.  Then the last thing before you went down the steps and through the breezeway he would often say; “Remember whose you are.”  

His motto had a double meaning.  He always wanted you to remember that you belong to the Lord and that you belong to him, too.  Others didn’t see it this way but I think it also served as a gentle reminder to live up to your name and maintain a good testimony for Christ.  He had the initials RWYA printed on pencils and cards as a testimony to his family, friends, and customers.  

In the last few months of Grandma’s life she would often say; “Grandpa just isn’t Grandpa.”  He would forget so much.  He struggled to put a complete sentence together.  Sometimes he forgot the name of a loved one.  The confusion that clouded his mind frustrated him.  A few days ago he even failed to recognize his own favorite song “Overshadowed” which had always moved him to tears before.   On a recent visit Sue asked him, “Daddy, do you remember whose you are?”  He remembered and answered immediately; “I’m the Lord’s”

I know above everything else that is what he would want you to remember today and throughout eternity.  When you think about it, it really doesn’t matter what you forget as long as you......Remember Whose You Are.
Overshadowed

How desolate my life would be, 

How dark and drear my nights and days. 

If Jesus' face I did not see 

To brighten all earth's weary ways. 

I'm overshadowed by his mighty love-- 

Love eternal, changeless, pure. 

Overshadowed by his mighty love-- 

Rest is mine, serene, secure; 

He died to ransom me from sin, 

He lives to keep me day by day; 

I'm overshadowed by his mighty love, 

Love that brightens all my way. 

Now judgment fears no more alarm, 

I dread not death, nor Satan's power; 

The world for me has lost its charm, 

God's grace sustains me every hour. 

