Five Steps Into the Heart of God’s Plan for You

Message Five: Romans 9-11

Introduction:  We need “high-octane” theology.
1. Step One: 

Admit your sinfulness  

(1-3)

2. Step Two: 

Accept justification by faith  
(3-5)

3. Step Thee: 

Pursue personal holiness 

(6-8)

4. Step Four: 

Submit to the plan of God 

(9-11)

5.   
Step Five: 

Live to serve God  


(12-16)
When you admit you are a hopeless sinner, believe God alone for salvation, begin to grow in holiness, you will encounter doubts about God’s power and doubts about God’s love. God will not do things the way you would do them. God will not fulfill all his promises immediately or in the way that you expected. Is God really in control of everything? Is God really alway going to love me like Romans 8 says. Is he really going to keep his wonderful promises? What do I do when the evidence before seems to contradict the promises of God?  (i.e.) If Israel is God’s people, why do so few of them believe. Is your plan working, God? Did I get my wires crossed? Did I misunderstand something?

In the light of the strong promises of Romans 8, how do you account for Israel being set aside?

They had rejected Jesus by crucifying him

They had rejected their second chance given in Acts, too
1.  God is In Absolute Control.  (Romans 9—God is Sovereign). 
Theologians like to use a term to describe God’s absolute control of everything. We use the term sovereignty to describe that. Romans 9 is a very clear statement that God is in absolute control of everything. It is the richest vein of this truth in the Bible. Christians all believe that God is all-powerful and all-knowing. These attributes are known as the omnipotence and the omniscience of God. 

Some believe, especially in the area of salvation that man is given freedom to chose that God surrenders his absolute control in this area. They have a little problem when they get to Romans 9 because it is such a clear and protracted statement of the absolute sovereignty of God. (Read Romans 9:14-24 or 26)
Right at the beginning let me answer three questions that you might be asking inside:

One question might be: “Doesn’t election here just refer to groups like Israel or the church, not individuals?”  Answer: If you read the passage you will see that it is talking about both individuals and groups, nations and people. Romans 9 includes discussion of the election of nations, Israel and Egypt and other Gentile nations. It includes the election of individuals like Jacob, Esau, Pharoah, Isaac, etc.  (25 individuals mentioned in this passage). And the argument just will not stand up in the many other places in the Bible that discuss election and predestination. “…such as were appointed to eternal life believed…”  There are a number of clear examples in the Bible of individuals who were called elect or chosen. (Rufas, The Elect Lady…etc.) 
Another question might be; “Doesn’t God just elect those who he knows are going to choose him?” Some simply see statement like the ones found in Romans 9 as descriptions of God’s omniscience. He saw ahead who would choose Him and he considers them his “elect.” They would refer to Romans 8:29, 11:2, and 1 Peter 1:2

Rom 8:29  For whom He foreknew, He also predestined to be conformed to the image of His Son, that He might be the firstborn among many brethren.

Rom 11:2  God has not cast away His people whom He foreknew. Or do you not know what the Scripture says of Elijah, how he pleads with God against Israel, saying,

1Pe 1:2  elect according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, in sanctification of the Spirit, for obedience and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ: Grace to you and peace be multiplied.
Answer; In modern English foreknow does simply mean “know ahead of time,” but in the Bible foreknowledge has a deeper, sweeter meaning than that. It doesn’t mean just known ahead of time, it means intimately known ahead of time, or love ahead of time. It means “foreloved.” You can tell that by reading the other places where it is used. The word knowledge implies a special love and intimacy. To be foreknown is to be “foreloved.” 

Why do we say this? –Two reasons: 1. Because if foreknowledge only means “knew ahead of time” then the words chosen, predestined, elect have no meaning. If it means “loved ahead of time” then predestined, elect, and chosen would all follow “foreloving” naturally. To understand foreknowledge as simply omniscience would cancel out any meaning of the other terms. 2. Second, when we look at other uses of the term in the Bible is often clearly means, not just known, but specifically chosen. When the Bible says God KNOWS someone, it has special meaning beyond mere mental awareness. 

Gen 18:19  For I have known him, in order that he may command his children and his household after him, that they keep the way of the LORD, to do righteousness and justice, that the LORD may bring to Abraham what He has spoken to him."
Exo 2:25  And God looked upon the children of Israel, and God acknowledged them.  Psa 1:6  For the LORD knows the way of the righteous, But the way of the ungodly shall perish.  Psa 144:3  LORD, what is man, that You take knowledge of him? Or the son of man, that You are mindful of him?

Amo 3:2  "You only have I known of all the families of the earth; Therefore I will punish you for all your iniquities."  Deu 7:7-8  The LORD did not set His love on you nor choose you because you were more in number than any other people, for you were the least of all peoples;  (8)  but because the LORD loves you, and because He would keep the oath which He swore to your fathers, the LORD has brought you out with a mighty hand, and redeemed you from the house of bondage, from the hand of Pharaoh king of Egypt.
Deu 10:15  The LORD delighted only in your fathers, to love them; and He chose their descendants after them, you above all peoples, as it is this day.
Jer 1:5  "Before I formed you in the womb I knew you; Before you were born I sanctified you; I ordained you a prophet to the nations."
Hos 13:5  I knew you in the wilderness, In the land of great drought.
Mat 7:22-23  Many will say to Me in that day, 'Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in Your name, cast out demons in Your name, and done many wonders in Your name?'  (23)  And then I will declare to them, 'I never knew you; depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness!'
1Co 8:3  But if anyone loves God, this one is known by Him.

2Ti 2:19  Nevertheless the solid foundation of God stands, having this seal: "The Lord knows those who are His," and, "Let everyone who names the name of Christ depart from iniquity."

1Jn 3:1  Behold what manner of love the Father has bestowed on us, that we should be called children of God! Therefore the world does not know us, because it did not know Him.

Act 2:23 uses the term “foreknowledge” in this way:  “Him, being delivered by the determined purpose and foreknowledge of God, you have taken by lawless hands, have crucified, and put to death;”
A third Question or Objection: “But That Doesn’t Seem Fair.”  The most powerful reason I believe that God has actually chosen those who would believe in him is this passage here in Romans 9, but I do admit the idea is counter-intuitive, it runs against our human sense of fairness. We have to be very careful though that our sense of fairness isn’t distorted by our godless culture or our preconceived ideas about what we think ought to be true about God. We can’t allow ourselves to settle issues and answer questions this important based on feeling or sentiment. We must go to the Bible and simple see what the Bible says. 

We must compare Romans 9 and the rest of Scripture and then inform and instruct our beliefs based on that. That is the principle called “the analogy of faith” another way of saying that is “the Scripture is its own best commentary.” We must compare scripture with scripture. 

[PAUL TAUGHT THIS]  Rom 8:28-30  And we know that all things work together for good to those who love God, to those who are the called according to His purpose.  (29)  For whom He foreknew, He also predestined to be conformed to the image of His Son, that He might be the firstborn among many brethren. Moreover whom He predestined, these He also called; whom He called, these He also justified; and whom He justified, these He also glorified.
Eph 1:4-5  just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without blame before Him in love,  (5)  having predestined us to adoption as sons by Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the good pleasure of His will,
Eph 1:11  In Him also we have obtained an inheritance, being predestined according to the purpose of Him who works all things according to the counsel of His will,

Rom 11:5-7  Even so then, at this present time there is a remnant according to the election of grace.  (6)  And if by grace, then it is no longer of works; otherwise grace is no longer grace. But if it is of works, it is no longer grace; otherwise work is no longer work.  (7)  What then? Israel has not obtained what it seeks; but the elect have obtained it, and the rest were blinded.
2Ti 1:9  who has saved us and called us with a holy calling, not according to our works, but according to His own purpose and grace which was given to us in Christ Jesus before time began,
[Luke TAUGHT THIS] Acts 13:48  Now when the Gentiles heard this, they were glad and glorified the word of the Lord. And as many as had been appointed to eternal life believed.

Acts 16:14  Now a certain woman named Lydia heard us. She was a seller of purple from the city of Thyatira, who worshiped God. The Lord opened her heart to heed the things spoken by Paul.
[Jude, Peter, James, all taught this]

[THE LORD JESUS TAUGHT THIS] John 6:44  No one can come to Me unless the Father who sent Me draws him; and I will raise him up at the last day.
John 6:37  All that the Father gives Me will come to Me, and the one who comes to Me I will by no means cast out.
John 8:47  He who is of God hears God's words; therefore you do not hear, because you are not of God."

John 10:26-30  But you do not believe, because you are not of My sheep, as I said to you.  (27)  My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me.  (28)  And I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; neither shall anyone snatch them out of My hand.  (29)  My Father, who has given them to Me, is greater than all; and no one is able to snatch them out of My Father's hand.  (30)  I and My Father are one."
Joh 15:16  You did not choose Me, but I chose you and appointed you that you should go and bear fruit, and that your fruit should remain, that whatever you ask the Father in My name He may give you.
Joh 17:6  "I have manifested Your name to the men whom You have given Me out of the world. They were Yours, You gave them to Me, and they have kept Your word.
John 18:37  Pilate therefore said to Him, "Are You a king then?" Jesus answered, "You say rightly that I am a king. For this cause I was born, and for this cause I have come into the world, that I should bear witness to the truth. Everyone who is of the truth hears My voice."
Answer: God is Just. (READ Romans 9:14-23) (ill) Delivered from the Firing Squad.  Human illustrations of Divine mysteries cannot be made to carry the weight of truth. We do not prove by stories or anecdotes, we use them to shed a little light on a part of a truth. Allow me to do that now. Imagine that you have Sadam Hussein, Idi Amin, Adloph Hitler, Joseph Stalin, Osama Bin Laden, a serial killer. Let’s say they all deserve to die so we line them up for a firing squad. Justice is going to be served. None of them have any basis for appeal. They are all guilty of capital crimes. They are guilty. They are helpless. They deserve to die. Justice demands that they die. Now along comes one who says wait, don’t shoot. I am going to pay for the crimes of three of these… you, you, and you. I am going to take them with me and they are going to be growing, civil, productive, loving, kind citizens. And he does this. (This illustrates election and sanctification to a degree, but it does not illustrate justification. For God to deliver someone from death, someone would have to die in their place. But we are talking about election here). Now the other’s die. No one can charge the one who delivered the three with injustice, because they really all did deserve to die. When we say it is not fair for God to choose some we are really saying no one really deserves to die for their sins. The praise goes to the one who is able to deliver and change the ones who were chosen. 
“But I Don’t See it That Way.” Some of you are still going to say; “We don’t see this quite eye-to-eye. I am not convinced.” To you I would say keep an open mind, but remember that my goal is not to convince you to see election the way I see it. I have a much, much weightier objective that requires wrestling a little with a tension that is clear in this passage. You don’t have to agree with me. Good Christian people have different perspectives on this. I would fellowship with people who believe that way, I always have. Our own fellowship and our own church will always have people on both sides of that aisle and it’s OK to talk about that. If it is done right it can be healthy. Let’s be careful to keep this discussion on a high plane and not enguage in any “mud-wrestling.” 

Why I not only believe the doctrine of election but I love the doctrine of election…because my heart adores it. (ill) When I was a boy I was almost always the last one chosen. In Christ I was chosen before the foundation of the world
(Transition) That brings up another objection to election: If we believe this won’t it discourage prayer and missions? Since God has chosen and elected his people, why bother to evangelize? Why pray? Why preach? Why even exercise personal choice to believe? How to we keep from fatalism? Answers: 1. The history of the church shows that some of the greatest prayers and missionaries and evangelists had a deep belief that God was in absolute control of all things good, bad, belief, unbelief, etc.   David Livingstone, George Whitfield, Jonathan Edwards, Charles Spurgeon, John Bunyan, the puritans. This has historically included many Baptists. But more importantly, 2. The Bible clearly commands evangelism, missions, and prayer so we know that God uses them to do what He is going to do. That is very clear when we read Romans 10: 
2.  We Are Still Responsible.  (Romans 10—Human Responsibility).  Though God has elected people for himself he has still given us responsibility…
God appoints the ends and he also appoints the means to the end. He is in control of what he is going to do and how he is going to do it. Who is going to save and who he is going to use to pray and witness. 
1.  We are responsible to pray (Romans 10:1ff)

2.  We are responsible to believe and call on God for salvation.  (Romans 10:1-13)


3.  We are responsible to teach the law and preach the gospel.  (Romans 10:14-21)

The Bible affirms human responsibility right alongside the doctrine of divine sovereignty.

Isa 55:1  "Ho! Everyone who thirsts, Come to the waters; And you who have no money, Come, buy and eat. Yes, come, buy wine and milk Without money and without price.
Rev 22:17  And the Spirit and the bride say, "Come!" And let him who hears say, "Come!" And let him who thirsts come. Whoever desires, let him take the water of life freely.
Isa 45:22  "Look to Me, and be saved, All you ends of the earth! For I am God, and there is no other.
Act 17:30  Truly, these times of ignorance God overlooked, but now commands all men everywhere to repent,

1Ti 2:4  who desires all men to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth.
2Pe 3:9  The Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as some count slackness, but is longsuffering toward us, not willing that any should perish but that all should come to repentance.
Joh 6:37  All that the Father gives Me will come to Me, and the one who comes to Me I will by no means cast out.
So if Romans 9 teaching that God is in absolute control and Romans 10 teaches that each man is responsible for his choices. How do I reconcile these two ideas? Spurgeon was once asked this question; “How to you reconcile God’s sovereignty and man’s responsibility? He answered, “You do not have to reconcile friends…” They work together like the law and the gospel… but there his a human tension. It can be bewildering not to be able to tie up the loose ends of our logic. Paul anticipated that, that is why he clearly answered that in Romans 11:33ff.  God is transcendent and infinite. Man in bound in time and finite… he has limits. Would you not freely admit that if God is God there are things that He understands that we don’t understand. There are things he is able to understand that we are not able to understand. 

How do you reconcile this apparent contradiction. How do you resolve this logical tension? Why is this important? Simply because we must see salvation is all of grace. Monergism.  It is the Lord otherwise it would inspire boasting not praise. 

3.  This Mystery—This Tension Inspires Awe.  (Romans 11:20 “…don’t become proud, but stand in awe…” also 25.. 33ff  This is an awe-Inspiring Mystery. Break into praise, wonder, security.  God is in control.  His plan to redeem a people for his name and establish righteousness will not be thwarted by anyone.  Praise and wonder if you are the elect of God. This is why I don’t allow myself to settle for “easy answers” when it comes to the matter of God’s sovereignty… they do not take into account the transcendence of God. They over-emphasize man’s free-will as if God does not have a free-will. We are also not defeated by feelings that God has not kept his promises… we know He is in absolute control… even in prayer and in evangelism we realize that God has ordained the end and that he uses means… like prayer and evangelism and missions to accomplish when he has ordained or chosen to do. I don’t want to be condescending but simplistic answers take away from mystery and the worship and the wonder of God’s work and his character. 

My goal is not to get you to understand election from my point of view…. My goal today is greater. My goal is to get you to worship God. When that happens all heaven breaks loose.

One pastor, when studying through Romans 9 said; “I began to see a God so majestic and so free and so absolutely sovereign that my analysis merged into worship and the Lord said, in effect, "I will not simply be analyzed, I will be adored. I will not simply be pondered, I will be proclaimed. My sovereignty is not simply to be scrutinized, it is to be heralded. It is not grist for the mill of controversy, it is gospel for sinners who know that their only hope is the sovereign triumph of God’s grace over their rebellious will." John Piper on Romans 9. Why he quit being just a seminary professor and became a pastor. 
(Q) Hymn Story: God moves in a Mysterious Way… the story of God sparing his life.

When you Consider the Truth of God’s Sovereignty and Man’s Responsibility:

1.  It Humbles You.  (11:18, 20, 25-26)  
2.  It Encourages You. Strength and security.  There is a plan in place for the Jews.  There is a plan in place for the church.  (11:29)  Don’t be “ignorant of the mystery.” “until the fullness of the Gentiles has come in…” 
3.  It Inspires you to Worship and gratitude.  (11:33-36)

· Are you in the faith?

· Have you taken the first four steps into the plan of God for you?

· Are you one of God’s chosen people?

· If you are have a very, very bright future.  

· If you are not it’s much darker than you realize.
